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STUDY FORECASTS MONTANA’S TIMBER FUTURE
MISSOULA Montana’s timber harvest will decline by more than 20 percent in the next two decades,
displacing about 2,500 forest industry workers, according to findings announced today at The
University of Montana by an interagency study team of forest economists and inventory specialists.
"Reductions will be greatest in the western and northwestern regions of the state, with the
harvest in eastern Montana increasing," said study team leader Pat Flowers, forest management
chief for the Montana Department of State Lands.
The study, commissioned by the Montana Society of American Foresters, assesses the
timber situation in Montana and includes projections of future harvests, timber inventory and
employment impacts for five multicounty regions in the state. The study’s findings are detailed in
a 50-page report, "An Assessment of Montana’s Timber Situation 1991-2010," published by UM ’s
Montana Forest and Conservation Experiment Station.
"The primary cause for the anticipated reduction in harvest is a lower harvest on national
forests, due to an array of policy issues, and on forest industry lands, due to a limited volume of
timber," Flowers said.

Harvest reductions from these two ownerships will be somewhat offset by

harvest increases on non-industrial private lands, he said, adding that the harvest reduction will
eliminate about 2,500 forest industry jobs over two decades.
Three policy issues have the largest impact on timber harvest, he said: threatened and
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endangered species, appeals and litigation, and cumulative environmental impacts of previous
harvest operations.
Although the timber availability situation has changed dramatically in the last few months,
the study team feels the study projections are still a good estimate of the expected future harvest
levels. Public lands will probably provide less timber than the study projected, and nonindustrial
private timber lands will probably provide more, according to the study team.
Also included in the study are the history of timber harvesting and inventory in Montana
and the historical development of the state’s timber industry.
Besides Flowers, members of the study team include: UM forest policy Prolessor David
Jackson; Chuck Keegan, director of forest products industry research at UM ’s Bureau of Business
and Economic Research; Brian Long, inventory section supervisor for the Montana Department ol
State Lands, Forestry Division; Ervin Schuster, project leader of the Economics Research Work
Unit of Missoula’s U.S. Forest Service Intermountain Research Station; William Wood, Montana
Department of State Lands forest economist; and Roger Conner, research forester with the Forest
Service’s Southern Forest Experiment Station in Asheville, N.C.
For more information on the report, call UM forestry publications secretary Carolyn Durgin,
243-6655.
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